KARATE ENGLAND-an article by John Bell,Chairman.
Karate — A New Start needed

1 Karate - off the radar in English Sport

The benefits of Karate are well known to Karateka:

It is a healthy form of exercise, creating all round fitness and flexibility.
It builds self-discipline and good character.
It improves confidence and self-esteem.

These benefits have the potential to be experienced by a much larger number of young
people and adults. But there are barriers to this:

* A lack of understanding of karate by the public, but also by key opinion formers
and decision makers involved in sport.
Karate is seen as being outside the mainstream of sport and physical activity.
No Sport England recognised National Governing Body (‘NGB’) for Karate;
hence no funding to help Karate.

Despite these barriers, karate is still the most popular martial art with participation rates
higher than Tackwondo and nearly three times more than Judo. Sport England’s Active
People Survey which is the national benchmark for sports participation, gives the number
of adults (people over 16) practicing as nearly 100,000. Given that many clubs have a
large junior membership we could conservatively estimate the total number of Karateka
in England at over 150,000.

This is really important and illustrates the inherent strength of karate as a sport and
physical activity. Karate, unlike Judo and Taekwondo, has not received Sport England or
UK Sport funding for 5 years. The current Whole Sport Plan approved for Judo for
example attracts an investment of £5m over the 3 year plan period. The British Judo
Association as the nationally recognised National Governing Body for Judo has been able
to establish a strong development structure and is very much part of the mainstream in
sport. I am confident that karate has the potential to grow significantly, given the
impetus from a Sport England recognised NGB.

2 The Sport England (‘SE’) requirements for NGB recognition

SE have set out a number of criteria which must be satisfied before an NGB can achieve
recognition. Most of these criteria can be met by the current bodies, ie Karate England
(‘KE’) and the English Karate Federation (‘EKF”); but there is a major stumbling block.
That is the ‘uniqueness’ criteria. SE require that a Karate NGB must represent at least
75% of those practising karate in England. This requirement cannot be satisfied whilst
karate is divided. Why is it divided?



As many readers will be aware, the former Governing Body, Karate England 2005, had
all SE funding suspended in August 2006 following concerns expressed by their financial
officer. This resulted in the trading arm of the Governing Body becoming insolvent and
despite strenuous rescue efforts, it went into administration the following year. A great
deal of recrimination and soul searching followed and throughout 2007, attempts were
made to re-establish a united Governing Body for Karate. Indeed in February 2008, a
meeting was convened by SE at their London offices to which representatives of two of
the main Karate groups were invited.

These groups were, and are, KE (which at that time included NAKMAS - the National
Association of Karate and Martial Art Schools) and EKF. A proposal to create a small
working group, supported by SE was agreed by all present. This working group was to
create a unifying agenda for Karate in England leading to a new unified Governing Body
which could be recognised by SE. However, following the meeting, the Vice President
of EKF, Mr Dinsdale, wrote to Jennie Price SE Chief Executive, complaining about the
process, and despite the fact that a number of appeals were made to EKF, including at a
face to face meeting between myself and EKF President Carl Lindley, EKF have refused
to meet or negotiate any further with us.

In December 2009, SE published the report of Timothy Dutton Q.C.. Mr Dutton had
been asked to produce a report following his investigation into an un-audited SE bank
account called the World Class Payment Bureau. Karate along with a number of other
sports had been receiving money via this account for a number of years which spanned
the English Karate Governing Body and the successor body, Karate England 2005. Mr
Dutton devoted 40 pages to the payments to Karate and made a number of
recommendations about how Karate should be governed in future. KE, for the past 2
years has been operating along the lines suggested by Timothy Dutton.

KE has approximately 35,000 members and has adopted a new constitution, drafted with
the help of our legal advisor, Oliver Wood. The constitution provides for democratic and
transparent governance through an elected Board from the constituent Karate
Associations.

Our approach to governance anticipated many of the Dutton recommendations, for
example “the need for high quality economical and effective governance arrangements”
mentioned in the report. Dutton also rightly pointed to the excessive sums devoted by
former Karate Governing Bodies to salaries, travel costs and the like. Our approach is to
have a balanced Board which consists of nine democratically elected highly experienced
Karateka with three appointed professional advisors (management, finance and law). All
three advisors are practicing Karateka and have an empathy and understanding of the
sport.

KE has adopted a number of policies which are referred to in the report; in particular, a



